3 
| 
N 
} 
ö 


A 


SER M O N 


PREACHED IN THE 


Pariſh Church of Ardbraccan, 


NOVEMBER 3, 1793, 


By Tun Rev. RICHARD WYNNE, A. B 
ON THE 
VVV 
OF THE 
Rev. THOMAS BUTLER, A. B. 
RECTOR or CLONGIL, any CURATE oz ARDBRACCAN, 


WHO WAS 


ASSASSINATED 


ON THE 
V 


o THE 24th OF OCTOBER, 1793. 


_ -- 2 — — ——— nd 


— 


F 


P.inted by GeoxGe GRURSsOoN, Printer to the King's Moſt 
| Excellent Majcſty. 1793. 


i 


SL TRETBUTRE 


THE Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Arabraccan, 
return their warm and grateful "Thanks to the Rev. 
RICHARD WVNXE, for ſo well expreſſing their 
Feelings in his excellent and affecting Diſcourſe, on the 
untimely and deplorable Death of their deeply regretted 
Friend the late Rev. Thomas BurLER ;—and the 
make it their earneſt Requeſt, that he will farther in- 
dulge them, by allowing his Sermon to be printed. 


ARDBRACCAN, Nov. 8, 1793. 


TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE PARISH 
OF ARDBRACCAN. 


My dear Friends, 


I HAVE received your kind and affectionate Ad- 
dreſs; and while with real Diffidence, I comply with 
your Wiſhes, be aſſured that nothing but your earneſt 
Solicitation, - could have induced me to offer to the 
Public a Diſcourſe, which I truſt you will remember, 
was the haſty Production of two Days, written un- 
der great Dejection of Mind, and intended for your- 
ſelves alone. You paid the moſt feeling Tribute to the 
Memory of our truly excellent Friend ,ia the ſtrong 
Emotions you teſtified, while I endeavoured to call to 
your Recollection ſome of his exalted Virtues. 


I am, with ſincere Regard and Eſteem, 


# * 


Your obliged humble Servant, 


GRANBY-ROW, RICHARD WYNNE. 
November 12, 1793. 5 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
AND 
RIGHT REVEREND 
THE LORD BISHOP OF MEATH. 


My Loxzn, 

AS no one more ſincerely loved, or has more deeply 
regretted our worthy Friend, than your Lordſhip, I take 
the Liberty of recommending the following Pages ta 
your Protection. 

I have the Honour to be 
My Lox, 
Your Loxpsmie's 
Very humble Servant, 


DvsBLiN, RICHARD WYNNE. 
Nov. 14, 1793. | 
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MERCIFUL God, the Fa- 

ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

who is the Reſurrection and the Life; 
in whom whoſoever believeth, ſhall 
live, though he die; and whoſoever 
liveth and believeth in Him, ſhall 
not die eternally; who alſo hath 
taught us, by his Holy Apoſtle St. 
Paul, not to be ſorry as Men with- 
out Hope, for them that ſleep in 
Him; We meekly beſeech thee, O 
Father, to raiſe us from the Death 
of Sin, unto the Life of Righteouſ- 
neſs; that when we ſhall- depart this 
Life, we may reſt in Him, as our 
Hope is this our Brother doth, and 
that at the general Reſurrection in 
the laſt Day, we may be found ac- 
ceptable in thy Sight, and receive 
that Bleſſing which thy well-beloved 
Son ſhall then pronounce to all that 
love 
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love and fear thee, ſaying, Come, 
ye bleſſed Children of my Father, 
receive the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the beginning of the World. — 
Grant this, we beſeech thee, O Mer- 
ciful Father, through Jeſus Chriſt 


our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. 


Our Father, which art in Heaven, 
Sc. 


| | A585 R- 


S E R M O N, &@c. 


Luke XII. Yerſes, 4, 5. 


hay unto you, my Friends, Be not 

afraid of them that kill the Body, 
and after that, have no more that they 
can do. But I will forewarn you 
whom you ſhall fear: Fear Him, 
which, after he hath killed, hath Power 
to caſt into Hell; yea, 1 dy unto 
vou, Fear Him. 


T is not, my Brethren, without ſome 
Degree of Conſolation, that I have 
obſerved how deeply you have ſhared 
A | in 


in my Affliction, for the horrid Event 
that has lately taken Place in the 
midſt of you—if You have Cauſe for 
Sorrow, judge what muſt be the 
Pangs and Sufferings of him who 
addreſſes you—You have loſt a Mi- 
niſter and a Companion, but I have 
loſt my deareſt Friend, and if I could 
add any Thing to that ſacred Name, 
expreſſive of his ſuperior Value, he 
was well worthy of ſuch an Addition; 
You ſaw his Actions, I knew his 
Heart, the pure Fountain from which 
they flowed. —I enjoyed his Confi- 
cence for above Eighteen Years with- 
cut the Interruption of a ſingle Mo- 
ment—lI knew him better than the 
whole World belides—even from his 
Boy iſh Days, through all his Progreſs 
to Manbeod, in Sickneſs and in 
Tealth, ia Joy and in Sorrow, to 


me 
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me the moſt ſecret Receſſes of his 
Soul were ever open; his Faults 
(and I believe no Man living had ſo 
few) were as little concealed from me 
as his Virtues. 


Thoſe' and thoſe only who have 
been ſo peculiarly happy as to form 
ſuch Connexions in their tender Years, 
and to. preſerve them unimpuired, 
through all the various Scenes of 
Life, can conceive my Loſs; my ir- 


reparable. Loſs. . 


I ſhall no longer dwell upon my 
own Misfortune, but ſhall endeavour. 
to lay before you a Sketch of his 
Life, that his Example may animate 
you to ſet your Afefions upon Tings 
above, that you may learn from it /o 
io Number your Days, ihat vou may 
apply your Hearts unto Ii ifdom, and 

that 
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that when you have run the Race 
which is ſet before you, you may Die 
the Death of the Righteous, and your 
laſt End may be like his. | 


My firſt Intercourſe with him was 
at School.—There he was early diſ- 
tinguiſhed by a high Senſe of Honor, 
an inviolable Regard to Truth, great 
Firmneſs of Mind, uncommon Good- 
Nature, and Sweetneſs of Temper — 
ſuch were the Principles that after- 
wards ripened into the Virtues of 
Manhood. — All his Cotemporarics 
will teſtify, that they never knew 
a Boy ſo univerſally beloved and ſo 
highly reſpeted, he was ever forc- 
moſt in Accs of Generoſity, and in 
the Defence of thoſe who needed 
his ProteQion.—Before his Education 
was completed he loſt the beſt of 


Fathers, 
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Fathers, a Man who by a Series of 
kind Offices, thought he had ſecured the 
Friendſhipof Men n Power, to whom 
he looked forward with Confidence 
for the Preferment of his darling Child 
but their Friendſhip was buried in 
his Grave—in the Courſe of Ten 
ſhort Years (I have often heard him 
ſay) his poor Father was as com- 
pletely forgotten as if he never had 
exiſted. —To his own Merit, and 
to that alone, he was indebted for 
his Advancement in Life, which, 
though, at the Time of his * pre- 
mature Death, it had not yet raiſed 
bim to any Station of high Rank 
or much Emolument, had procured 
him the Love and good Opinion of 
all who knew him—1t was neceſ- 


* He died in the 29th Year of his Age, born 
January 7th, 1755. 


ſary 


AN 
(a) 
— 


* ſary only to introduce him to the 
| Worthy and the Good, and he was 
1 certain of gaining their Eſteem — 
| there was ſomething ſo very con- 
| cihating in his Manner, that it was 
| impoſſible to know him but for a 
ſingle Day, without feeling a Regard 


for him. 


Shortly after his entering into the 
Profeſſion of which he has ſince been 
a ſhining Ornament, he was ſettled in 
the Curacy of Killucan, in this 
* Dioceſe, and after a faithful Diſ- 
charge of his Duty, he received the 
unanimous Thanks of his r Rector and 
Pariſhioners, for his Humanity to 
the Poor, and his unremitted Atten— 
tion to all the Duties of his Profeſſi- 
on during a Reſidence of five Years,” | 
and he was preſented with a Piece of 


* Meath, 


+ Reverend H. Wynne. . 
Plate, 


„ 


Plate, Has a ſmall Teſtimony of 
their Reſpect and Eſteem;“ there 
he left Friends in every Rank of 
Life, whoſe Hearts are now bleeding 
for him. 


Upon the Promotion of the Curate 
of this“ Pariſh, his Biſhop was ſo 
well acquainted with the public and 
private Virtues of our lamented 
Friend, that (with the Permiſſion of 
your preſent worthy + Rector) he 
appointed him to the Cure, and in- 
vited him to reſide in his own Houle, 
and I hope he will pardon me for 
ſaying in his Preſence, that every 

Hour his Affection increaſed, and 
that he had not a Friend he more 
fincerely loved, or treated with a 


more 


more unreſerved Confidence; thoſe 
who were Witneſſes to his Grief, can 
beſt judge how he valued him. At 
his Viſitation in 1792, his Lordſhip 
publickly, and in the kindeſt Man- 
ner, expreſſed his warm Approbation 
of his Conduct as a Clergyman, and 
took the firſt Opportunity of re- 
warding his Merit by preſenting him 
to a ſmall * Living in his Neigh- 
bourhood. My poor Friend was in- 
finitely more grateful for the Man- 
ner in which it was conferred, than 
for the Beneſice itſelf, and preſerved 


nis Patron's Letter as one of his moſt 
valued Treaſures. 


Lou well know, my dear Brethren, 
how zealous, how active, how inde- 


* Clongil. 


fatizable 
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fatigable he was in his Attention to 
this Parith; you know with what Af- 
fection he teſtified his Approbation, 
and the Joy it gave him when you 
ſincerely performed your religious 
Duties, with what Vehemence and 
Earneſtneſs he reproved any of you 
who neglected them; you know with 
what Fervour and unaffected Piety 
he urged from this Place the Divine 
Precepts of Chriſtianity; he was 
ſtrongly impreſſed with the Truth, 
the Purity, and Efficacy of our holy 
Religion ; every Sentence he uttered 
was the Dictate of Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, but the greateſt of theſe was 
Charity—Charity in its moſt compre- 
henſive Meaning regulated every 
Word, every Action of his Life; 
in Society it appeared in that oblig- 
ing Manner and chearful Converſa- 
| B tion, 
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tion, which diffuſed Gaiety and Hap- 
pineſs all around him; in that Good- 
nature which ever preferred the Con- 
venience and Pleaſure of others to 
his own, which was anxious to pal- 
Hate the Indiſcretions of his Neigh- 
bours, to turn away the ſharp Edge 
of Calumny, and to remove thoſe 
Jealouſies which ſometimes feparate 
the beſt of Friends; his Charity ap- 
peared in that Senſibility which took 
an Intereſt in the Sufferings of his 
Fellow Creatures, and was ready to 
pour the Balm of Comfort into the 
wounded Heart ; his Charity appear- 
ed in his unbounded Humanity to 
the Poor; he literally followed the 
Example of our bleſſed Saviour, for 
he made it the Buſineſs of his Life 
to go about doing Good. I told you 
1 was acquainted with all his 

| Thoughts 
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Thoughts and all his Actions — I went 
too far—/is Alm, and they alone 
were done in Secret, and I do aſſure you, 
my dear Friends, it was not till this 
melancholy Week that i knew the 
Extent of them, I am perſuaded he. 
gave One-third of his little Income in 
BenetaQions to the Poor; the Poor 
of every Deſcription, and of all Per- 
ſuaſions partook of his Bounty, he 
gave them Medicines when they were 
Sick, and received the Bleſſings of 
thoſe who were ready to peri, and 
when he was not able to clothe the 
naked, he ſolicited Contributions 
from thoſe who were; he endeavour- 
ed to enlighten the Minds of the 
lower Ranks. and to reſcue them | 
from Ignorance and Depravity, not 
by his own Inſtruction only, but by 
paying for the Tuition of many of 

B 2 them 
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them himſelf, for at his Death no 
fewer than Sixteen Children were re- 
ceiving the Bleſſing of Education at 
his Expence. He ſhewed the greateſt 
Anxiety to inſtill goed Principles into 
the Children of the Charter School, 
he divided them into Claſſes, examin— 
ed them at ſtated Intervals, and gave 
Premiums to the moſt deſerving. 
Hear St. PauPs Deſcription of Cha- 
rity, and ſurely each of you will 
apply it to our dear departed Friend. 
Charity ſuffereth long, and is Rind; Cha- 
rity envieth not; Charity vaunteth not 
11% lf, ts not puffed up, doth not behave 
tfelf unſeemly, ſceteth not her own, ts 
not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, 
rejorceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
the Truth; beareth all Things, believeth 


all Vines, hepeth all Things, endureth 
all Things. 


He 


„ 


He valued Money only as it was 
the Inſtrument of his Compaſſion 
and Mercy, he laid not up for himſelf 
Treaſures upon Harth, where Moth and 
Ruſt doth corrupt, and where Thieves 
break through and ſteal, but he laid up 
for himſelf Treaſures in Heaven; there 
he ſits in the Preſence of that God, 
whoſe faithful Miniſter he was, in 
whoſe Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, and at 
whoſe Right Hand, are Pleaſures 
ever more; beyond the Reach of 
Aſſaſſins, beyond the Malice of 
the Wicked, who were his only Ene- 
mies. 


The higheſt Authority, my Brethren, 
has told us, that there is an awful 
Hour ſet apart for Retribution and 
Judgment, and every Moment as they 
fly unheeded o'er our Heads, bring us 

nearer 
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n-arer to that Day - ien the Son of 
Alan ſhall come in his Glory, and all the 
Holy Angels with him, then fhall He 
fit upon the Throne of His Glory. And 
before Him ſhall be gathered all Nations, 
aud He ſhall ſebarate them one from 
another, as a Shepherd drvideth his 


Sheep from the Goats: And He fall 


fet the Sheep on Ilis Right Hand, 


brit the Goals on the Left. Then hall 
the King ſay unto them on His Right 
Hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the Foundation of the World. 
For I was an hungred, and ye gave me 


Meat I was thirſly, and ye gave me 


Drink: I was a Stranger, and ye took 
me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: Twas © 
ict, and ye viſited me: 1 was in Priſon, 
and ye came unto me. Then ſhall the 
Righteous anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when. 


ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or 
thirſty, and gave thee Drink? When ſaw 
awe thee a Stranger, and took thee in? 
or naked, and clothed thee? Or when ſaw 
we thee fick or in Priſon, and came 
unto thee ? And the King /hall anſwer, 
and ſay unto them, Yerily I jay unto you, | 
In as much as ye have done it unto one of the 
leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done 
it unto me. 


Then ſhall He ſay alſo unto them on 
the left Hand, Depart from me, ye 
curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels. | 


We know that our lamented Friend, 
filled the Hungry with good Things, 
cheriſhed the Stranger, clothed the 
naked, viſited the ſick and afflicted 
therefore, we may triumph in the 
Certainty that he has obtained a 

Crown 
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Crown of everlaſting Glory—but let 
the W retch, whoſe Conſcience tells him 
he is guilty, ſhudder at the dreadful 
Sentence denounced againſt the wick- 
ed. Again, I/ unto you, then, my 
Friends, Be not afraid of them that kill 
the Body, and after that, have no more 
that they can do. But I will forewarn 


you whom you ſhall fear: Fear Him, which 


after he hath killed, hath Power to 
caſt into Hell; yea, I ſay unto you, Fear 
Him. 


That ſame exalted Principle of 
Philanthrophy, which was the Cha- 
racteriſtic of his Life, prompted him 
to undertake the important, and (as he 
diſcharged it) the laborious Office of 
Juſtice of the Peace. The Sphere he 
moved in, was too limited for his 
active and _ Mind; he 

thooghe 
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thought he might extend the Benefits 
of his Good-will to Mankind, by re- 
training Vice, protecting Innocence, 
diſtributing Juſtice, and enforcing the 
Laws; he loved his King, and he 
venerated our happy Conſtitution ; 
he ſaw this Country over-run by a 
dark and ſanguinary Rabble; he ſaw 
that their Obje& was to ſubvert all 
the Orders of Society, and to trample 
upon our ſacred Religion; he. ſaw 
them grow every Day more daring, 
and when driven out of a neighbour- 
ing * County, by the Spirit and manly 
Exertions of a very few Men, crowd 
into f this where they. hoped to com- 
mit their Depredations with Impunity, 
There was among your Gentlemen a 
want of that Co-operation and Deci- 


* Louth——+ Meath. 
C ſion. 
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ſion, which alone give Strength; 
ſome were ſtruck with an unmanly 
Panic, and immediately deſerted their 
Habitations, others fawned upon 
their Enemies, others were aQuated 
by that little narrow, ſelfiſn Prin- 
eiple, too prevalent in this Coun- 
try, which ſcoffs at public Spirit, 
and prefers a momentary Security, 
to. the permanent Welfare of So- 
eiety. | 


In this alarming Situation of Af- 
fairs, my beloved Friend ſtood for- 


ward, without any Family Connexi- 


ons to: ſupport, without an Acre of 
Property to defend; you, my. Bre- 
thren, ſaw. and felt the good Effects 
of his Activity, undaunted Courage, 
and aſtoniſhing Perſeverance ; he per- 
ſued the Infurgents. at ail Hours of 


the 
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the Night, and often many Nights 
ſucceſſively ; neither Fatigue nor Dan- 
ger, nor the Inclemency of the Wea- 
ther, could abate his Zeal; he knew 
their Deſign was to overturn the 
Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, in Church 
and State, and to introduce French 
Anarchy, Cruelty, and Infidelity in 
their ſtead ; and that when they had 
deprived the Gentlemen of their 
Arms, they would rob them of their 
Money, not merely for the Sake of 
Plunder, but the better to promote 
their treaſonable Views; he took up 
vaſt Numbers, and convicted ſome, 
but was obliged to ſet many again 
looſe upon the Public, from the De- 
ceit and Unſteadineſs of lhofe who 
had undertaken to proſecute ; he 
was equally attentive to every other 
Part of his Magiſterial Duty; he 

ſup- 
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ſuppreſſed a Number of diſorderly 
Houſes, and was determined to pu- 
niſh the Proprietors ; for he rightly 
conſidered ſuch Houſes, as the Places 
where their deteſtable Plats were di- 
geſted and arranged, from whence 
they iſſued with Paſſions, inflamed by 
Liquor, and worked up ta a Fit. of 
ſhort liyed Courage, capable of per- 
forming what their cooler Villainy 
had planned—and it was always his 
decided Opinion, that could the fre- 
quent and pernicious Uſe of Spirits be 
reſtrained, not only the Health and 
Morals of the lower Orders would be 
preſerved, but innumerable Crimes 
prevented, which are now daily per- 
petrated to the Diſgrace of this 
Country, I had almoſt ſaid of Hu- 
man- Nature. Had it pleaſed God 
to ſpare his Life a little longer, he 
| would 
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would in all Probability have rid 
this Country, of a daring Banditti, 
Who are now the Terror of its 
Inhabitants. 


This Deſcription of my Friend, 
which is indeed, a very imperfect 
one, is ſufficient to remind you of 
his ſuperior Worth; bis Life was 
diſtinguiſhed by thoſe Virtues, which 
could not fail of endearing him to 
all his Acquaintance, but his Neath, 
though | ever 2 be deplored, muſt 
eft "Admiratjon. i the might af 
every rational Enjoyment this World 
could afford, with eyery/ reaſonable 
Proſpect of Happineſs before him, 
he was ready to reſign all into the 
Hands of his Creator. I ſhall not 
ek your Feelings, with the horrid 

Parti- 
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Particulars of his Aſſaſſination, I 
ſhall only relate to you the Words of 
* one of the Gentlemen who had 
come to his Relief; he ſaid he had 
attended many in their laſt Mo- 
ments, but that in a very long 


and extenſive PraQice, he never 


had ſeen a Man meet Death with ſuch 


manly Fortitude, or true Chriſtian 
Reſignation. 


To the laſt Point of his Exiſt- 
ence, he only lamented that his Life 
could not be prolonged 'till my Arri- 


val, for indeed he loved me mare than 
Life itſelf. | 


Ever fince he firſt embarked in 
this perilous Office, he had looked 


E 


with a ſteady Eye upon his latter 
End ; his Life was often threatened, 
and he knew his Danger, but his Soul 
was too great to ſhrink from it ; he 
made me ſole Executor of his Will, 
and conſigned to me the painful and 
melancholy Daty of looking over his 
Papers, among the reft I found the 
Sermon he preached to you this Day 
three Weeks; I believe it was his laſt; 
it ſhews that his Thoughts were fixed 
npon a better World, and that his 
warmeſt Feelings were called forth 


by ſome of you neglecting the Holy 


Inftitution of the Lord's Supper ;—it 
is written in tne ſtrongeſt Language, 
and in a Strain of the trueſt Devo- 
tion. Towards the latter End, where 
he ſpeaks of the Uncertainty of hu- 
man Life, he uſes theſe remarkable 
Words, —“ It is better you ſhould 

«© hear 


| 
| 
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hear thoſe Things now, than that 
I ſhould be obliged to repeat them 
to you by the Side of a ſick Bed. 
Whatever may be your gay and 


giddy Imaginations now, believe 


me you will then ſee the World 
and its Pleafvres in a very different 
Light. I ſpeak from Experience, I 
ſpeak that which I know and have 
ſeen; however various had been 


the Opinions; however different 


the Modes of Life of the Num- 
bers I have viſited in the Line of 
my Profeſſion, - a Death Bed has 
produced -a wonderful Uniformity 


of Sentiment, where the Weak- 


neſs of the Body.and Infirmity of 


the Mind permitted Thought and 


Reflection; a Blefling how often 


denied ?—Some few, very few on 


the Brink of Eternity have ſtill 
, ö 66 put 


E 


put me off with vain Excuſes as 


you do. One Man I remember in 


particular, I preſſed him very much 
to permit me to viſit him that 


Evening, no ſaid he, give me one 


Day more, come the Day after To- 
morrow; that very Night the 
Burſting of a Blood-Veſſel put an 

almoſt inſtantaneous End to his 


Exiſtence. The Day I was to have 
viſited him, I attended him to his 
Grave, 


„% And how ſoon may that be 
your . Caſe? Has not the Son of 


God declared, that Death ſhall 
come upon you LIKE A THIEF 
IN THE NIGHT; watch therefore 


and pray, put on the whole Armour 


/ God, he now calleth Sinners to 


Repentence; but the Time ſhall 
come when They ſhall call, and He 
D « will 


( + 26 ) 


2 will not hear, but tell them, depart 


* ye Workers of Iniquity, 1 know you 
% not. | | 


( 


« It will tiow be fear one 
Month”—{(he alluded to this very 


Day,) © before you may have an Op- 


„% 
77 
ce 
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away. 


portunity of atoning for laſt Sun- 


day's Tranſgreſſion; and to how 


many of you even that Time may 
be allowed, who can tell? Or whe- 
ther even that Tongue which 
wattis you may not he ſtill and 
cold, and ſome friendly Brother 
have performed the laſt Office to 
his departed Friend, God only 
knows; 1 truſt, whenever the 


dread Summon calls, his Mercy 
will not; whilſt I labour to fave © 


others, ſuffer myſelf ts be 4 Caſt- 


Theſe 


E 


. Theſe Words, my Brethren, are 
not the Language of Superſtition, or 


the Suggeſtion of Fear—his Heart 
was equally a Stranger to both ;— 
No, a gracious and merciful God 
monch alba to ſhew a ſpecial] Fayour 
to one among the beſt of his Crea- 
tures, he warned him that his End 
was approaching, and took him to 
himſelf at the Moment he was beſt 
prepared to die. 


is Time naw— He had Youth, Health, 
Courage, Strength, byt all were un- 


able to avert the Blow. And have 


We. jhe Preſumption to ſuppoſe our 
Life .is at our own Command ? Do 
we dare to think Gad has given us 
the peculiar Privilege of living, in 


open Violation of his Laws. We 


have trifled too long, we have placed 
OUY 
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6. 28 ) 


oe Apeclion on the Things of this 
World, and not on Things above; 
but be aſſured, my Brethren, in all 
the Diſappointments, Calamities, and 
Afflictions of this Life, (and thou, 
O God, in thy unfathomable Wiſ- 
dom, haſt ordained they ſhall be ma- 
ny and ſevere), the only real Conſo- 
lation is to be found in Religion 
that is the Rock, the ſolid Founda- 
tion, on which the good Man builds 
his Hope. Religion tells us, by the 
Voice of our Redeemer, that our 
Friend is riot loſt to us for ever 
the Span of Life is ſhort, —look back 
on the Days which are paſt, how 
fleetly are they gone ?—thoſe which 
are to come, will paſs as ſwiftly by.— 
Religion has pointed out to ns La- 
zarus in the Boſom of Abraham, 
in the Enjoyment of that endlefs 

| Bliſs 
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Bliſs ordained for the Righteous.— 
And if We forſake our Sins and 
follow after Righteouſneſs, may we 
not hope again to meet—our dear 
lamented Friend? 


d 
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